








COMMANDING
OFFICER

Commander Gerald WILDA is a native of Mani-
towoc, Wisconsin, where he attended Lincoln High
School. In 1947 he was commissioned from the U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy and sailed with United
States Lines as Third Mate until he came on active
duty in December 1949.

Commander WILDA'’s first ship was the USS
SALEM (CA-139). From 1952-1955 he was attached
to the EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL TECH-
NICAL CENTER. In July 1955, Commander WILDA
reported aboard his first destroyer, the USS YAR-
NELL (DD-541).

From September of 1957 to August of 1958,
Commander WILDA had his first command as Com-
manding Officer of the USS SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY
(LST-1122). Next came a short stint at Guided Mis-
sile School and then he served as Officer-in-Charge,
GUIDED MISSILE SERVICE UNIT 219 at Crane, In-
diana. This was followed with a brief tour at the
Marquette University NROTC Unit.

Upon his return to sea duty in February 1962,
Commander WILDA was Executive Officer of the
USS BIDDLE (DDG-5) until August 1963. Following
this, he spent six months as a student at the ARMED
FORCES STAFF COLLEGE. From January 1964
until he reported to the USS WALDRON (DD-699) as
Commanding Officer in October 1965, Commander
WILDA served on the Staff of Commander SECOND
Fleet.

Commander and Mrs. WILDA, the former Anne
Pekarske of Newton, Wisconsin, and their seven
children reside in Norfolk, Virginia.
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I welcome this opportunity to express to all hands my appreciation for the cooperation and teamwork we
have had during my tour as Commanding Officer and particularly during this deployment to South East Asia.

Operating with the Seventh Fleet has been a particularly rewarding and satisfying part of our Naval
Careers and has given us an opportunity to participate in the defense of the principles of democracy. Our
country’s stand for freedom of choice is being demonstrated as a positive one and I am expecially glad that
WALDRON had the chance to “‘stand up and be counted”’. Each of you can be proud to be a member of the
team of men organized by our country to defend against oppression of our allies.

From the standpoint of accomplishments this' has been one of the best cruises in WALDRON’s almost
25 year long history. We did not miss a single commitment and we earned a reputation of always being ready
to do any job assigned. Probably the Viet Cong, if asked, could give the best testimonial to the accuracy of
our gunfire support. Everyone of the commands ashore that we supported praised our gunfire team. Each of
our replenishments was an exercise in teamwork and a display of spirit that anyone could be proud of. Our
operations with the attack carrier ORISKANY gave the Navy Air Arm a good picture of the Destroyer Navy
and reassured the pilots that an efficient crew was ready to lend assistance if needed. Your excellent con-
duct ashore epitomized the tenets of the President’s People to People program.

I am especially proud of each and every one of you and I am proud to have been associated with you. I
will always remember WALDRON and this deployment.
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EXECUTIVE
OFFICER

LCDR Musgrave is a native of San Antonio, Tex-
as and enlisted in the Navy in April of 1942. He
served as an aviation electronics technician until
August 1954 when he was commissioned in the Inte-
gration Program. He subsequently served as Boat
Group Commander in USS FREEMONT (APA-44);
as Ship-to-Shore Officer and Navigator in USS
CONE (DD-866); as Officer-in-Charge Mobile Elec-
tronic Technical Unit FOUR; as Executive Officer
and Navigator in USS KRETCHMER (DER-329):
and as a Communications Watch Officer in the Na-
tional Military Command Center in the Pentagon.

LCDR Musgrave is a graduate of the Command
and Staff school of the Naval War College. LCDR and
Mrs. Musgrave, the former Miss Fern Couch, reside
with two of their four children in Norfolk, Virginia.
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OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

Ops. Boss

Flexibility and change best describe the Operations Department during the cruise. Missions
often came so fast that most of the ship was not aware of it and we soon felt like we were shifting
gears in a road race. & R

The SM’s enjoyed basking in the South Pacific sun, but performed magnificently {underwater)
in task group operations. The ship fired over 7000 rounds and our port and starboard RD’s plotted
every one perfectly. The QM’s kept us on track and took us smartly to each liberty port, while the
Ship’s Office held the line in the ‘“‘Paper War” and ably assisted on the condition watches. The
RM’s deserve special credit for using almost as much paper as the industry could make, and above
all for their gracious hospitality to frequent important visitors. Somehow, the ET’s kept it all to-
gether, even if they did have to modify their shoes to carry spare parts. Our ‘“Doc’’ soon de-
veloped the ‘‘Fastest Needle in the West’’ (best PMS program on the ship), and was pretty good
the morning after too! Last but not least, there was our hard working PC who kept us happy (if
not hoping) at each mail call.

We lost our popular division officers, LTJG Shrawder (Flight School) and LTJG Brown (Busi-
ness School), but gained the fast moving trio of Reuter, Burgess, and Finney.

All in all, it was a team that could have won in any game and it’s a shame we can’t be back
next season with each man at the same position.

=

J. Chamberlin, SM2  C. Frisby, RM2 T. Williams Jr., RM2

E. Dausener, SM3 C. Neal, YN3

J. Ross, SMSN  T. Eve, SN J. Nosek, SN E. Winkel, SN

D. Slocum, PN3

G. Clark, RMSN
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J. Myers, ETR2 W. Radford, ETR2 J. Williams, QM2 G. Cautt, ETR3

F. Hamilton, QM3 O. Moder, QM3 E. Schullian, QM3 T. Brunner, SN

D. Long, RDC J.Pope, RD1 G. Northfield, RD2 H. Youngman, RD2

P. Andes, RD3 R. Baumeister, RD3 A. Brown, RD3 W.Heine, RD3 R.Horam, RD3

L. Angelo, RD3 G. Miles, RD3 G. Paradise, RD3 M. Estes, RDSN W. Dennis, SN
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WEAPONS DEPARTMENT

H. Angell, BM1
J. Thomas, BM2
R. Cobbs, BM3

A. Gillespie, BM3
J. Luedtke, BM3

R. Robson, BM3

C. Geiman, BMSN .

D. Baarda, SN
Gun. Boss
. P. Corbett, SN
On the morning of 24 August 1967 WALDRON’s Mount 51 rapped out the first rounds, signaling ‘vlv?;ﬁggﬁ
the beginning of a fast moving and often grueling Vietnam deployment. Nothing mo'jged slowly in R. Nettke, SN
WESTPAC for the Weapons Department. ! N. Paiz, SN
Calls for Fire, H and I, Pre-H-Hour firing, day and night, broken up by unreps and an occa-
sional typhoon was the normal picture aboard WALDRON. After a trying first week of “‘snapping in”’,
these evolutions became routine. Shooting, replenishing, and fighting an unbelieveable amount of run-
ning rust soon became the order of the day.
Cooper’s intrepet ‘‘Gunners’ sprayed the Vietnam landscape with almost 200 tons of projec-
tiles while Weaver’s FT’s kept a sometimes lame computer belshing remarkably accurate fire con- 1 Hech S
s : 3 : R. Rhodes, SN
trol solutions. LTJG Schulenburg (director officer par excellence) proved to be exceptionally deadly E. Shoemaker. SN
in counter battery fire up around the DMZ. W. Simmons, SN
All the while “the rust runneth over’” and the unreps continued, but as always First Division J. Smith, SN

was superbly there, chipping, scrapping, painting, rigging, and unrigging. Their rigs brought aboard
all good things like the long waited for mail, many many movies(unforgettable epics that they were),
fuel, and that most important and crucial item - toilet paper.

LTJG Brooke’s A/S division ably held the ends together - manning the 50 calibers, hylines, so-
nar, and anywhere else that they were needed. Even though the foreboding report of ‘‘shots in the
water”’ caused a certain amount of anxiety on the Bridge and in Gun Control, the Sonarmen were un-
wavering in their vigilance in forewarning of enemy gunfire.

Happily, the guns were on target, the replenishments were successful and somehow the ole
WALDRON came back with more gray than rust.
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S. Taggart, SN

J. Windham III, SN
D. Chappell, SA

R. Neal, SA

L. Stephon Jr., SA



W. Brazzell, ADR1 J. Gokey, STG2 R. Hines, STG2 N. Lamaive Jr., TM2

C. Cooper, GMCM G. Weaver, FTG1 J. Atkinson, GMG2 R. Brandenburg, FTG3  J. DeMeola, GMG3 X

J. Maynard, STG2 R. Miller, STG2 R. Scott, STG2 A. Beres, TM3 L. Dober, ADJ3

C. Doyle Jr., GMG3  J. Halvorson, GMG3 M. Peterson, FTG3 R. Riekena, GMG3 D. Shears, FTG3

L. Ericksen, TM3 R. Jackson, STG3 R. Medeiros, GMG3 A. Spisak Jr., ATN3 R. Vikdal, STG3

J. Trent, GMG3 B. Uhrich, FTG3 W. Taylor, FTGSN J. Divine, SN G. Stanley, SN

M. Walsh, TM3 G. Wilde, STG3 J. York, STGSN K. Eisler, SN L. Mitzel, STGSA



ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

“‘Chief Snipe”

From the time that Main Control answered the first bell on 5 July 1967, until the moment that the boil-
ers heaved a mighty sigh of relief as they were secured on 30 January 1968, the Engineering Department
was continuously ready to drag or bag.

The MM’s demonstrated courage above and beyond the call during their occasional forays into #1 main
condenser to do battle with the giant sea snakes which lurked there. During high speed carrier operations,
the BT’s were there with the steam, and even managed to break all existing records by shifting from two
boilers to four boilers two boilers in less than an hour. The electricians proved more than adequate match
for the vast array of tape recorders which they were required to inspect; while the IC shop went through two
movie re-winder without even breathing hard. A gang personnel somehow always managed to find some top-
side portion of their far flung empire to work on and consequently wound up being the best tanned engineers
in the Pacific. R division proved of more practical nature, however, and by the end of the trip had developed
one of the Navy’s most comprehensive “Training Folders”. Even our Oil King had his occasional day, al-
though the words ‘“‘fuel spill” and “oil spill”” sometimes produced a remarkable change in his usually easy
going nature.

Emergency leave and injury caused personnel losses during the cruise but we somehow always managed
to make do with what we had. LTJG Bartle reported to the Staff (‘You always have a friend in TWO TWO
TWO”’) but ENS Grob quickly moved in to fill the slot.

Despite the fact that this was an arduous deployment, it was a good deployment, and WALDRON’s excel-
lent record can in many ways be attributed to the outstanding performances of both men and machinery.

J. Evans, BT2
D. Verlinde BT2
P. Furman, BT3
A. Galinelli, BT3
R. Holt, BT3

J. Jernigan, BT3
W. Marcy, BT3

W. Meyer, BT3

0. Ralston, BT3
P. Thompson, BT3

S. Pratt, BTFN

D. Graham Jr., FN
D. Hilden, FN

P. Lalanne, FN

D. Pier, FN

J. Armstrong, BTFA
T. Shirk, BTFA

S. Gorrie, FA

J. Schmidt III, FA
R. Williams, FA



R. Beltz, MMC

W. Loche, MM1
G. Roberts, BT1
J. Cieslinski, MM2
D. Smith, MM2

T. Ames, Jr., MM3
W. Beaver, MR3
R. Butcher, MM3
J. Capps, MM3

J. Cavaletto, MM3

R. Gent, MM3

T. Jones, MM3

R. Maclver, MM3
C. Smith, MM3
W. Walder, MM3

L. Brigowatz, MMFN
S. Gruetter, MMFN
P. Hott, MMFN

G. Diekson, FN

R. Melville, FN

D. Osgood, FN

D. Piasecki, FN

M. Price, FN

R. Taillon, FN

R. Brown Jr., MMFA

E. Walsh, MMCS

R. Erickson, EMC
S. Vechter, SFC

V. Wilkowski, MMC
J. Jack, EM1

H. Martinez, Jr., IC1
R. Peacock, MM1

A. Jarrett, MM2

R. Kubat, SFM2

D. Sheppard, EM2

D. Stiles, IC2

R. Carrara, IC3

T. Cunningham, DC3
D. Efting, EM3

R. Farmer, EM3

R. Killion, SPM3

P. Raemdonck, DC3
R. Reese, MM3

R. Ulrich, EM3

J. Marlott, DCFN

J. Bland, FN
L. Gray, FN
W.Irvan, SN
G. Robertson, FN
J. Marlott, DCFA



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

‘‘Pork Chop”’

Supply Department is the smallest of the departments in WALDRON; how-
ever its job is by no means a small one. Supply is responsible for obtaining,
storing, and dispensing all supplies from radar magnetons to ball-point pens.
With storerooms stocked to the limit (at the beginning of the cruise) our Store-
keepers were usually able to fill a request on a part - when and if they could
locate it.

Supply also has the important job of making the ship more liveable. Within
their responsibilities are the Galley and the Mess Decks (scenes for the serv-
ing of the “Gour Met’s Delight’’), the coke machine (alias ‘‘one armed-bandit),
crooks nook (famous for its dungaree sales and complete stock of ships
plaques), barber shop (by appointment only), Laundry (?!%?), and last but
certainly not least, the Disbursing Officer - one part of supply which was us-
ually one step ahead, and on time - if not early.

C. Spencer, SK3

R Korhonen, SN

‘):

D. Jeneary, SKC

W. Roberts, CSC

C. Dungca Jr., SD1 F. Schmitt, SH1

M. Thompson, SH2 R. Belcher, SK3

G. Johnson Jr., CSSN

G. Martin, SN

J. DeAngelis. SN

R. Ojascastro, TN

M. Flores, TN

F. DeDios, TA

S. Gray, CS3 D. Phillips, PN3

A. Garcia, SN

M. Tan Epigenio Jr., TA
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NARRATIVE OF CRUISE

After having enjoyed the 4th of July holiday at
home, the WALDRON departed Norfolk underway
for WESTPAC on the 5th along with DAMATO,
CONY, and LEARY. On the 10th WALDRON tran-
sitted the Panama Canal and spent the night at
Rodman, C.Z. with most of the liberty party going
to Panama City. On the morning of the lith we
were underway again for San Diego with a brief
fuel stop in Manzanillo, Mexico. It was here that
ship’s company discovered that over 14,000 gallons
of the supposed 63,482 gallons of fuel turned out
to be water. We arrived in San Diego on the 18th
for a port visit, voyage repairs, and our last
CONUS liberty of the year. On the 2lst we were
late getting underway due to contaminated lube
oil and steamed independently to Pearl Harbor.
We arrived in Pearl on the 27th and enjoyed four
sunny days of liberty. We left behind the surfboards,
Palm trees, and most of our money on the 31st en-
route for Yokosuka, Japan via Midway Island.

The first few days of August found us conduct-
ing competitive drills and exercises in preparation
for our gunline tours. On the 4th we arrived in Mid-
way for fuel and all hands enjoyed investigating the
Gooney Bird population. The evening of the 4th the
ship crossed the 180th meridian thereby missing
completely the 5th of August. More drills and
exercises filled our days until the wee hours of
the tenth when the lights of Honshu became visible
and shortly thereafter the ship moored at the naval
base Yokosuka. WALDRON spent four days making
voyage repairs and enjoying the many sights of
Japan and got underway for Subic Bay, Philippines
with a brief overnight fuel stop in Buckner Bay,
Okinawa on the 16th-17th. The 20th and 21st were
spent in Subic making last minute preparations for
the gunline including our final briefings from CTG
70.8. We departed Subic early on the 22nd, a little
apprehensive, for the coastal waters of South Viet-
nam and our first gunline tour. On the morning of
the 24th we relieved the USS H.E. HUBBARD (DD-
748) near the 17th parallel as support ship for

Commanding Gen. III Marine Amphibious Force. At
0900 that morning WALDRON fired her first of
many shots in the War Zone. The remaining eight
days of August WALDRON conducted numerous gun-
fire support missions in South Vietnam and the
DMZ. These operations were broken up by several
refuelings and rearmings and a counter battery
fire to North Vietnamese coastal artillery firing
on the USS ROBINSON (DDG-12) and USS DUPONT
(DD-941). In this action DUPONT sustained a hit
and suffered one casualty.

The first half of September found us very
busily providing support both for the 3rd Marine
Amphibious Force and the ROK Marines engaged in
Operation Dragon Fire. The 15th through 17th
WALDRON supported amphibious forces in opera-
tion ‘‘Ballistic Charge”. After refueling on the 18th
we completed our first tour and set course for
Kaohsiung, Taiwan and some long awaited liberty.
The 20th of September through the first of October
was spent in Taiwan where we enjoyed thoroughly
our port visit and even managed a little upkeep.

We left Kaohsiung on the 1st of October for a
22 hour transit to Hong Kong where we spent 5
great days. As so often happened the days of liberty
went quickly and the 7th of October found us regret-
fully setting the Special Sea Detail again as we got
underway for the gunline. Our first assignment was
in the 2nd CTZ where we supported Operation
Pershing until the twentieth when we were assigned
to plane guard and screen for USS ORISKANY (CVA-
34) in the Tonkin Gulf. The new environment and
the unpredictableness of our big brother ‘‘Bird
Farm” kept all hands busy until the 2nd of November
when we headed for Yokosuka.

We ran into quite heavy seas and DAMATO,
ROWAN, and WALDRON were left by the carrier to
battle them alone. We refueled overnight on 5 and
6 November in Buckner Bay and finally arrived in
Yokosuka on the 8th_ where we rested, relaxed, and
repaired until the 15th when ORISKANY, DAMATO,
ROWAN, OSBOURN, and ourselves got underway

once again for Yankee station. We once more ran
into typhoon seas and WALDRON suffered nine
men injured during a refueling with the carrier.
We suffered storm damage to Mount 51 and were
having trouble with the MKLA Computer so WAL-
DRON was detached from the carrier group and
proceeded to Subic Bay for repairs. Arriving in
Subic on the 19th we were once again underway for
Vietnam by the 21st. We were back on station in
the 2nd CTZ on the 23rd again providing support
for the ARVN and 1st Air Cavalry still engaged in
Operation Pershing. During the final days of Ne-
vember WALDRON fired her 5000th round of sup-
porting fire, completed her forty-first Unrep and
enjoyed holiday routine and some fine turkey on
Thanksgiving.

The WALDRON entered the month of December
with only ten more days to cross off of the calendar
prior to leaving the gunline. However, the last ten
were not very comfortable with winds in the neigh-
borhood of 20 knots and rough seas from the north-
east placing us in the trough for the majority of
our firing missions. On the 1st we attempted to
rearm with USS VESUVIUS (AE-15), however, we
were forced to abort due nillor on the 17th.
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One of the many waiting moment

Always too seldom.
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NSU Roster reads as follows. . . .
Hey Dee! You think I shoulda bought them things over there in

Halpern instructs all--- the window?

He won’t be caught out of the uniform of
the day again-

Damn Ryder and his NEC codes. . . .

What are you smiling at George?

And the following is a list of books I'd like to order. x;ight standard rudder-Navigate by the stars!!!




Can'’t say I didn’t warn you.

Water and fuel in one hose?

With popcorn and bug juice - who wants to go on liberty?

So I said I didn’t want to go mess cookin.

Smile for the man Pier.
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How many times do I have to tell you -
Fourex are 80¢ a pack.

SEee

R

Captain, I just can’t see the - carrier anywhere?

... Ed! I suggest you come to all stop 'till I find out where we are?!

My wife did the dishes at home.
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Love is where you find it!
You're probably wondering why I called this meeting.

How we gonna get it down?
What was she wearing Ed?

I don’t know who took my Pocket Compass but I'll give you 'till noon to return it.

Robson protests against planned parenthood!










USS ARIZONA Memorial honor roll.

urf at Waikiki.

»

Famous Waikiki sunset.
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(Top photo) Mayon Volcano, Philippines.
(Bottom photo) Battery Hearn, largest gun on Corregidor.

THE PHILIPPINES

Olongapo jeepneys, a favorite mode of
transportation.

(Top photo) Philippine fighting cock.
(Bottom photo) Curbside cookout in
Olongapo.
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One of our drones casts a glow on the
Flight Deck.

“Thieves Alley", Yokosuka.

Snow-covered Mt. Fuji
looms in the distance.

The Kamakura Buddha, cast in 1252 A.D.

A cake presented to us by USS MISSPILLION, com-
memorating their 500th refueling in one deployment.

Market time—Oriental style. Tokyo Extravaganza.

e

LAND OF THE
RISING SUN
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Mt. Fujiyama ; F

Hong Kong casts its glow upon the bay.

A typical Hong Kong traffic policeman in his
nest.

Statue of King Kamehameha, located in front of the
Federal Building in Honolulu,




Hong Kong at night, as viewed from Victoria Peak.

THE PEARL....

HONG KONC

...0OF THE ORIENT

Our constant reminder of freedom and peace.

The bank of Red China in Hong Kong.

A floating restaurant in Hong Kong.

Oriental sales pitch.

Scenic ride up to Victoria Peak.




ABOVE AND BEYOND

In every war there will always be those who by the coincidence of time and place are able to perform
gallantly in the face of the enemy. There are also those numerous supporting forces so necessary to the com-
batant elements who seldom share the spotlight of fame and recognition. The real warrior doesn’t worry
about being in either group but concentrates his full efforts on doing well whatever duties are assigned —
every job being equally important to him.

The majority of WALDRON falls within the scope of the second category. However there are always a
few who stand at least a little above the rest. These men have been awarded the following awards for just
such actions and contributions.

BRONZE STAR
Commander G. Wilda

Navy Commendation Medal
with
Combat Distinguishing-Device

Lieutenant J.H. McLee
Lieutenant R.H. Schmidt
Lieutenant (junior grade) D. Blount
GMCM C.W. Cooper

Navy Commendation Medal
Lieutenant Commander R.F. Musgrave
Lieutenant E.W. Froehlich
Ensign R. Petersen
SF1 E.W. Schultz
PN3 D.L. Slocum

Navy Achievement Medal
with
Combat Distinguishing Device

SKC D.G. Jeneary
SFC S. Vechter
MMC R.C. Beltz
BM1 G. Oliphant
BM1 H.G. Angell
GMG1 H. Butcher
FT1 G.V. Weaver
FN R.A. Killion

Navy Achievement Medal

HMC R.A. Albrecht
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